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support from TerraCorps, an AmeriCorps program. 

Westminster Farmland Inventory 

  

 For thousands of  years, indigenous tribes utilized the land in what is now the 

town of  Westminster for hunting, fishing, and temporary settlement. In the town’s 

early history, farming played a significant role in the livelihood of  Westminster’s 

residents along with a sizeable amount of  industry, particularly furniture making. 

Orchards and animal husbandry dominated the agricultural landscape of  early 

Westminster. 

 When industry started to shift from Westminster to nearby cities such as 

Gardner and Fitchburg in the late 19th century, the town became more residential to 

house the workforce of  the surrounding industrial cities. Because Westminster offers 

both the social services of  an urban setting and rural character, it has become a target 

for residential development. In addition, due to its location on Route 2, a direct route 

to Boston, the town’s remaining open space is threatened to be swept up in the 

continually westward encroaching urban sprawl. Today, livestock and hay production 

continue to make up the bulk of  agriculture in the town, contributing to keeping 

open space productive and free from development. Currently, 53% of  Westminster’s 

farm parcels are unprotected, which could result in this productive farmland being 

lost to development. With over 3,000 acres of  remaining farm parcels in Westminster 

and a citizenry passionate about conservation and local agriculture, the town has an 

excellent opportunity to permanently protect more of  its farmland to continue the 

legacy of  agriculture in Westminster and keep farmland in the hands of  farmers.  
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About the Inventory 

Purpose 

This farmland inventory provides a snapshot of agriculture in Westminster and can serve as a tool for 

towns, conservation organizations, and community members to build support for farming in the future.  

Key definitions 

Farm parcels are tax lots from town Assessor’s data that have farm fields on them. Many farm parcels are 

partially wooded, with only some open fields being actively farmed. 

Farm fields are open fields being used for pasture or crop production. 

*Disclaimer* All calculations are based on assessor’s data and MassGIS datalayers. These calculations are 

meant to give an overview and estimate of the town’s agricultural land, not an exact acreage count. 

Community conversations 

• Meetings with the Westminster’s Agriculture 

Commission and Town Assessor 

• Interviews with other community members and 

farmers 

Infographics 

• Modeled on Whately Community Food Assessment 

Infographics, created by the Franklin Regional 

Council of Governments 

 

 

 

 

Historical Context 

• Westminster Master Plan (2014) 

• Westminster Open Space and Recreation Plan 

(2014) 

• Heywood, William Sweetzer, History of Westminster, 

Massachusetts  (1893) 

Massachusetts Bureau of Geographic Information 

Systems data layers  

• Land Use (2005) 

• Level 3 Assessor’s data 

• USDA prime and statewide important farmland soils 

for Worcester County (2015) 

• MassGIS Protected open space (2019) 

Authors 

The inventory is a project of Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust, with support from TerraCorps, an 

AmeriCorps program. This  factsheet was prepared by Kat Kowalski, TerraCorps-AmeriCorps 2017-

2019, with help from Jamie Pottern, Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust, and builds off previous 

reports by Maggie Hensel MassLIFT-AmeriCorps 2016-2017, Kathleen Doherty MassLIFT-AmeriCorps 

2015-2016, and Bradley Kennedy, MassLIFT-AmeriCorps 2014-2015. 
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A Snapshot of Agriculture in Westminster 

88% of prime and 

statewide important farmland 

soils in the town are not being 

utilized for food crops, fodder, 

or pasture. 

53% of farm 

parcels in Westminster 

are not permanently 

protected. 

3,267 acres of 

land in Westminster 

are covered by prime 

and statewide 

important farmland 

soil, or 

14% of the total 

land area. 

There are 388 acres 

of farm fields in 

Westminster. 

Livestock and Hay are the most 

commonly raised products in Westminster 

Only 11% of farm parcels 

in Westminster are utilized 

for open fields, with the rest 

covered by forest. 
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Farm Parcels in Westminster 



5 

 

Westminster’s Agricultural Soils 

Together prime 

farmland and 

farmland of  statewide 

importance* cover 

14% of  the town’s 

total land area. 

*Prime Farmland Soil is defined as “Land that has the best 

combination of physical and chemical characteristics for 

economically producing sustained high yields of food, feed, 

forage, fiber, and oilseed crops, when treated and managed 

according to acceptable farming methods.” (MassGIS) 

Farmland of statewide importance is important  “for the 

production of food, feed, fiber, forage, and oil seed crops, as 

determined by the appropriate state agency or agencies. Generally, 

these include lands that are nearly prime farmland and that 

economically produce high yields of crops when treated and 

managed according to acceptable farming methods.” (MassGIS) 
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Unprotected Farm Parcels in Westminster 

These percentages are based 

upon the total farm parcel 

amount of  3,002 acres. 
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Primary Products Produced in Westminster 

Note: Many farms produce more than 

one kind of  product. The products 

shown here are the “primary product” 

produced by each farm. 

60% of  Westminster’s 

agriculture is comprised 

of  hay and livestock 

production. 
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Note: Each row represents a different “tax parcel”. Some farm fields span across multiple 

parcels, explaining the disparity between some of  the parcel and field acreage sizes. Acreage is 

based on calculations done by mapping software and is meant to be used as an estimation, not 

an exact acreage count.  
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