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Assessment Goals 
1. Catalog ongoing efforts in the 

Greater Quabbin region relevant to 

landscape-scale aggregation, 

mitigation, compact residential 

development, and rural economic 

development. 

2. Identify the most significant 

measures to implement in the next 

3-5 years to increase the pace of 

forest conservation and promote 

innovative sustainable development 

initiatives. 



Figure 2. Map of the proposed Greater Quabbin Conservation Investment Zone. 

Example goals and elements of Conservation Investment Zones. 
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The Greater Quabbin Region 
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 Examples of Sustainable Development Collaborations in the Greater Quabbin 
 

 Franklin County Sustainability Plan 

 Quaboag Valley CDC Tourism Promotion  

 Rural 11 Prioritization Project – Central Massachusetts 
Planning Commission 

 

 North Quabbin Community Coalition, North Quabbin Woods 
– Economic Development Task Force 

 

 Tier I Economic Assessment 
 

 Wildlands & Woodlands: A Vision for the Forests of 
Massachusetts 

 
 

 Forever Farmland Initiative of the Pioneer Valley 
 

Regional context of the CIZ. 
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The Wildlands & Woodlands Initiative, piloted by Harvard Forest, is 
an important foundation for the Conservation Investment Zone. 

Background of the CIZ Idea and the Working Group 
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Criteria for Selecting the Best Emerging Ideas 
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Existing Initiatives in Aggregation 
 
Quabbin to Wachusett (Q2W) Forest Legacy Initiative 
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The Leyden Working Lands Conservation Partnership 
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Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust 

Pictured: Warren Facey, Bree-Z Knoll, and Celt Grant. 
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Institutional Landowner Partnership 
 
 
Off Highway Vehicle Lands Partnership 
 
 
Due Diligence Fund 

 
 
 
       Institutional Landowner Partnership 
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Morgan Memorial Goodwill Industries conservation land, 
protected through a partnership in 2007.�

Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust 
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       Off Highway Vehicle Partnership 
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Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust 
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Conservation projects in the Quabbin to Cardigan (Q2C)  
corridor benefit from the Society for the Protection of 
New Hampshire Forest’s due diligence fund. �
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Summary of Revised RGGI Model Code (Feb 2013):

1. Raise Carbon Cap (which will decline 2.5% each year from 2013 until 2020)

2. Permanent Land Conservation (Avoided Conversion) and Improved Land 
Management count as eligible carbon offset activities
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        Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Dam Relicensing: Mitigation Fund 
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Figure 1. FirstLight Power dam in Turners Falls MA.�
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Existing Initiatives in Rural Economic Development 

Commonwealth Quality Program
         

���������&�
%���@�
%�������	�
�����
�$�
���

��&���
��������-��
��������
��������
�,���

'��������	��&�����'������������
��
$%�����

�
��
��������"�9����������%����
G�
��%������

'��������
���-�������"�������������G�
%�-��-�������

�����&�
%���@�
%�������	�
���@�����
%��

'
�����'
���������
�������������

�����&�
%��H�������-����������!����

�
�
	��������
��������
���	�������

��G���������"��������
�����
������-��������
���

%�		��������&��,���	������������
���
�

���'����������'%
��-����
�������	���
��

����������%��	<�������'
�����������

�����������"�������-������'����������������$��

	��&��
����
��������
�������	�����
��
���������������������	�

��
�������(���	����%������
%���,��&��
���
'����5D4���&�������%��

-�������������	����
��
�����-�'��������	��
���
%�����������
���������	�

���$�����%������%��
�����'���������������
%�-�����"����
%�&������
�����


%�������
��
$%���
���������
������'������
%����'�������%����'
�������

��	���
%���������
��&�%%�
����������	������-������
���
%���������

������
���55�@����������������������������%������%%����������'��	�
���

���%����	�
��
��-�%��-�'�������������������
����@�
$$��"��(�������	���������-�����'��	�
���
�
	�����'
�����'
����L�
���$����

�
''�����$������%����
���-��%���
��������$�����������
���	������	�����#'���������������������
�������&��%��H���
���$����


$%�����
�����������������&�"N#%�#�*���
�-�&���
%�������-�����$���������
,�������--���%��-���������-������'�������������
,������%�
'�


���=��������'��	�
�"�9����'������
%�'
�����'
����
���$������������
���
������
$%������&��%��
%����
����
�,�������������-�����

��
�������&���������@����
%�&��%������$���-���������"�(%����������������������
������
%�
����
��$���%�&������
�	�"�9����-��%�

��
����G����������%�,���������,��'��	�&��%��$��$���������"�1������-��%���
�����������'
����
���
�����'��
��������
%%������

��������$���������-�%��������$�������"�(������'��	�
��$���������������
$%���������&�����������'�������������%�����������

��''%����
��I����%����	�%�		��	�$����������
���-�������	���%%��<�&�%%�%�,�%��$�����%��������=�������������&�
%���@�
%����

���	�
�"�

Red Apple Farm: Model for Conservation and Tourism 
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Map from http://www.mass.gov/agr/cqp showing the 11 Forest Sector participants 
in Massachusetts.�
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From Forest to Fuel: Incentives for Household Biomass Heating  
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Bill Rose, left, and his son Al Rose, outside of the Red Apple Farm store.�
Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust 
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The Neighborhood Forestry Project in Warwick, MA  
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The Garlic & Arts Festival in Orange attracts 
thousands of tourists each October.�

The River Rat Race along the Millers River 
draws tourists from across the Northeast.�

Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust 
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      Creating Demand for Local Wood Products 
 
 
      New Possibilities in Rural Tourism 
 
 
      New Markets Tax Credits 
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We hope this report will serve as a 
catalyst for coordination among 

conservation, zoning, and rural 
economic development. 
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