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It has been six years since I started at Mount 
Grace. Looking out my office window at the 
blooming pollinator garden and hearing the buzz of 
conversations filtering up the stairs, it feels both like 
yesterday and like home. In that time, I can’t recall 
a year as transformative as this one. Not only have 
we undergone our largest organizational expansion, 
but we are also witnessing profound change in our 
region’s landscapes.

We are in the midst of a generational land transfer. 
Each week brings calls about farms, forests, fields, 
and streams needing urgent protection – lands tied 

to families who have lovingly stewarded them for generations. Families who welcomed 
swallows in spring, savored summer tomatoes, and stacked wood on crisp fall days, 
proud of the warmth they provided 

“Generational land transfer” doesn’t begin to capture the intimacy of these moments, 
or the loss many of us feel saying our goodbyes to parents and grandparents. Having 
recently lost my father and father-in-law, I know how deeply these places are connected 
to memory and legacy. 

Yet this moment is also about capturing the dreams of the next generation—ensuring 
these traditions endure for our children and grandchildren. To meet it, Mount Grace 
has grown our team of conservationists, land stewards, and outreach specialists—so 
this moment, rich with both opportunity and loss, is not missed.

Warmly,

Emma G. Ellsworth
Executive Director

Meet the Moment with New Capacity

Mount Grace exists to protect our wildlife, connected 
forests, and working farms—and to ensure that 
the lands we conserve are cared for and lovingly 
stewarded. Conservation does not end with protecting 
a property; it continues through the relationships 
we build, the communities we strengthen, and the 
generations we inspire to cherish the fragile beauty of 
our natural world.

This year, we’ve expanded our team to meet the scale 
of today’s challenges. With your support, Mount 
Grace is not only protecting land across our region 
but also contributing to Massachusetts’s bold 30x30 

goal: conserving 30% of the Commonwealth’s land by 2030.

Your generosity and commitment make this possible. Together, we can rise to this 
occasion, safeguard irreplaceable open spaces, and ensure that our forests, farms, and 
waters continue to thrive for generations to come.

Thank you,

David Spackman

About the Cover: A male eastern towhee at Guiney Memorial Forest in Royalston — one of seven Species of Greatest 
Conservation Need identified here in the Massachusetts State Wildlife Action Plan. Its presence is especially meaningful 
because of the bird habitat management we’ve done at Guiney, creating the young forest conditions towhees rely on.

Credit: Jeff Blanchard
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At a time when many organizations are consolidating or 
retrenching, Mount Grace is doing the opposite: we are expanding 
our team. The number of new project intakes has never been 
higher, and the need for conservation has never been more 
urgent. To meet the challenges of climate change, biodiversity 
loss, and accelerating development, we are adding new staff to 
strengthen our capacity, broaden our impact, and deepen our 
commitment to land justice. 

This expansion, the largest since 2007, will ensure that Mount 
Grace can continue to connect communities with the land 
that sustains us and lead the way in conserving the landscapes 
of our region.
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Conservation Report
September 2024 – August 2025

White Property, Winchendon, 384 acres
With nearly 400 acres of forest, farmland, and rare wetland habitat, the White property in Winchendon represents one of the largest private conservation donations 
in Mount Grace’s recent history. Donated by the White family and Marchmont Realty Trust, the land includes critical wildlife corridors, certified vernal pools, and 
over 90% BioMap Core Habitat. The property also includes the historic 11-acre Marchmont Castle parcel and will be permanently protected with a conservation 
restriction held by the Town of Winchendon. Once complete, public access will be granted, ensuring that the White family’s legacy of stewardship lives on for 
future generations.

Hains/Fox Hill Farm, Orange, 72 Acres

   

Four Corners, Montague, 47 acres

                            

Bennett Road, Ashby, 39.5 acres
The Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game had an opportunity to purchase a missing link between two sections of the Ashby Wildlife Management Area 
but wasn’t sure state funding would be available on time to satisfy the seller. Mount Grace stepped in to complete due diligence and pre-acquire the property, which 
was resold to Fish and Game this summer, resulting in permanent protection of some stunning views of Mt. Watatic. 

Facey/Bree-Z-Knoll Farm, Leyden, 28 Acres
After decades of championing land conservation in Leyden, Massachusetts — and helping to protect more than 700 acres of farms and forests around town— 
Warren Facey, in partnership with Mount Grace, has successfully protected an additional 28-acres of woodland just north of his farm. It’s the latest piece of 
a landscape-scale puzzle that will help complete a continuous corridor of protected land stretching all the way to the Vermont border.  

Ames Property, Northfield, 17 acres
The Town of Northfield unanimously voted to accept a donation from Nancy Ames of nearly 17 acres, including a popular trail to a waterfall on Roaring Brook. 
The donation expands upon an earlier conservation restriction granted to Mount Grace in 2007 and will now include two adjacent parcels, with a new CR to be 
held by Mount Grace. The land features upland forest, riparian habitat, and scenic recreational value, with plans underway to improve trail connectivity to the New 
England Trail. This collaborative project builds on years of community engagement and aligns closely with Northfield’s Open Space Plan.

Cadwell-Frost, 10 Acres, Warwick 
Jack Cadwell and Karro Frost generously donated this conservation restriction in Warwick to Mount Grace, furthering the vision of a protected Hastings Pond 
Neighborhood. Abutting Arthur Iversen Conservation Area, Jack and Karro’s ten forested acres are now part of a contiguous block of protected land in Warwick 
that extends north to New Hampshire, east to Royalston, and south to Orange. Small in size but rich in habitat, the property’s steep terrain, mature forest, and 
rocky outcroppings are home to moose, bobcat, deer, opossum, flying squirrel, coyote, and fox.   

Tall Turtle, New Salem, 7 acres
 

Channel Z Seismometery, Project Assist, 162 Acres, Royalston 

Mann Lumber Property, Project Assist, 113 Acres, Wendell 
Mount Grace assisted in the protection of 113-acre Mann Lumber Property in Wendell, acquired by the Department of Conservation and Recreation.  Home to 
a 19th century granite quarry with stellar views of the Miller’s River Valley, the property will become part of Wendell State Forest, adding to the public recreation 
opportunities of this 7,500 + acre preserve.
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Mount Grace’s Landscape Conservation Program safeguards the mosaic of natural lands that define our rural heritage. 
By working with partners, we protect the landscapes vital to both people and wildlife, weaving them into a connected, resilient whole.

This year brought many changes to the Mount Grace conservation staff. The moving of three dedicated staff to new career opportunities with our 
partner organizations opened the door for new staff to take the reins in several ongoing conservation projects.

Amidst this change a variety of projects have moved forward including assists with the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) in protecting 113-acres in Wendell with the T.S. Mann Lumber company. The property includes an 18th century stone Quarry. DCR also 
added 162-acres to the Royalston State Forest with Channel Z Seismometry, protecting a variety of upland and wetland habitats.  
The new conservation team continues to follow through on the existing catalog of projects while developing several new projects across the 
23-town Mount Grace region. Potential Landscape Partnership Projects are in the early stages in Ashburnham/Westminster, Royalston, and 
Bernardston. These multi-deedholder projects need a minimum of a 500-acre core area and may involve a variety of state, federal, and private 
funding to complete.

The power of the Mount Grace approach to land protection revolves around the act of listening. Our staff first listen to the deedholders’ hopes and 
ideas for their parcels. What is it that they love about their piece of the planet? How do they feel about the stewardship of the land? What level of 
public access is comfortable? Are hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, foraging, and trail connections important, or are privacy concerns a limiting 
factor? The act of listening allows our program managers to seek funding partners that meet the deedholders’ hopes for conserving their property. 
This listening process is followed by the work of our appraisers, surveyors, and title examiners as the conservation team works to build the budget 
and develop the appropriate funding sources and partners for the project. This is an exciting and fulfilling process with many moving parts.

Mount Grace’s Farm Conservation Program is the guardian of a rich mosaic of natural lands. We act quickly and strategically 
to safeguard our rural heritage and bolster our region’s legacy of land conservation. Working with partners, we save the landscapes that our natural and 
human communities need to thrive. Together, we stitch these ecologically significant and locally important places into one connected and resilient landscape. 
Working with partners, we save the landscapes that our natural and human communities need to thrive. Together, we stitch these ecologically significant 
and locally important places into one connected and resilient landscape.

It has been an exciting year for the Farm Conservation Program, with 
successful closings on farm projects in Orange, Leyden, and Montague; 
the ongoing development of a landscape-scale project in Ashburnham 
centered around 452 acres of working farm and forestland; and new 
farm protection projects in Petersham, Barre, and Westminster that are 
slated to close in the next year.  

The ongoing stewardship of our working lands is critical to the long-
term health of our communities and ecosystems. In collaboration 
with Mount Grace’s Stewardship team, our new Farm Conservation 
Program Manager Tyson Neukirch is taking the lead on the annual 
monitoring of Mount Grace’s agricultural CRs. These visits provide 
an opportunity to support deedholders in their specific stewardship 
and farm viability needs, including soil health evaluations; information 
on NRCS cost-share programs; connections with third-party service 
providers such as American Farmland Trust and Land for Good; 
and connecting non-farming deedholders with producers looking to 
expand their operations through equitable lease opportunities.  

Creativity is key when it comes to farmland conservation, especially 
because traditional conservation tools can be a challenging fit for 
working farms. That is why, with guidance from national, regional, and 
local conservation partners, and in conversation with Mount Grace 
staff, Board of Directors, and Land Committee, we are developing a 
private agricultural preservation restriction (APR) template. Private 
APRs are conservation easements focused on working agricultural 
lands which are gaining ground as a useful conservation tool in 
Massachusetts, bridging the gap between State (MDAR) APRs and 
traditional EEA conservation restrictions. One of the key differences 
is that private APRs are more flexible with respect to the future 
development of farm infrastructure and farm worker/owner housing, 
which are crucial components to long term farm viability. 



6 MOUNT GRACE LAND CONSERVATION TRUST Annual Report 2025

The Community Conservation Program partners with community members, organizations, and municipalities
to prioritize and conserve lands that benefit the health and well-being of our region’s people and their natural environment. We work to empower 
communities to enjoy and steward their natural resources and strengthen their connections to the natural world.

The Community Conservation Program is built on the belief that 
by connecting with local communities, Mount Grace can ignite 
transformation – helping to ensure that the communities we serve 
can truly thrive. Through dynamic partnerships with municipalities, 
organizations, and individuals, we empower communities to take 
charge of their natural resources, ensuring these lands endure while 
deeply enriching the lives of those who call this region home.

A signature achievement this past year was our role in facilitating the 
donation of 17 acres of pristine land from Nancy Ames to the Town 
of Northfield. Th is land is now poised to be permanently conserved, 
offering the community a valuable sanctuary of open space for 
recreation, preservation, and connection to the natural landscape.

In another exciting development, we partnered with LifePath to 
secure a transformative grant for dementia-friendly improvements 
at Alderbrook Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary in Northfield. Th es e 
enhancements will make this cherished space more accessible and 
welcoming to individuals and families impacted by dementia, ensuring 
it remains a vital, inclusive gathering place for years to come.

One of the most thrilling milestones of the year was the donation of 
the White property in Winchendon to Mount Grace, a breathtaking 
384-acre parcel that is now our newest  conservation area. Once the site 
of the historic Marchmont Castle, this land is now safeguarded for the

enjoyment of future generations and serves as a permanent reminder 
of nature’s beauty.

We also deepened our impact through a continuing partnership with 
Athol High School, where we brought students to Eagle Reserve for 
trail maintenance and improvements. This collaboration is about much 
more than just physical labor—it’s an opportunity for young people to 
connect with the land, instilling in them a lifelong sense of stewardship 
and pride.

Together, these efforts have set the stage for a thriving future—one 
where communities are deeply connected to the natural spaces that 
sustain them, ensuring a legacy that will endure for generations.

The North Quabbin Regional Landscape Partnership—a an informal network of landowners, land trusts,
planning agencies, academic institutions, and public agencies—is our primary mechanism for implementing our vision for landscape-scale conservation. 
Collaboration is the most powerful tool for achieving our mission.

This year’s partnership work focused on the continuation of our joint 
collaborations with No Loose Braids on designing conservation and stewardship 
projects that address Indigenous land priorities. 

Four new collaborations between participating trusts and Indigenous 
partners moved forward, including the conservation of culturally 
significant land and the creation of co-management plans on protected 
land. These collaborations were reported at the fall meeting of the 
partnership in 2024, as well as to RCPP network meetings and at LTA 
Rally. 

Partners also presented at the Massachusetts Land Trust Coalition 
Conference in 2025. Based in part on this work, MLTC has now convened 
an Indigenous Allyship Committee that will work to educate all Massachusetts land trusts on Indigenous collaborations. 

The Partnership also disseminated information from the Northeast Bird Habitat Conservation Initiative and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s Bird 
Conservation Initiative detailing new resources, including mapping tools, apps, and grant programs, that can be used to survey and improve bird 
habitat.
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The Stewardship Program manages Mount Grace properties and monitors our conservation restrictions. With the help of an array
of partners, including environmental contractors, Nipmuc tribal members, and volunteers, we steward a mosaic of wildlife habitats and cultivated lands 
from mountain sides to farms, from wetlands to working forests. We encourage science-based, sustainable land management as well as outdoor recreation.

Over the last year our Stewardship program has made significant progress in building capacity, managing our amazing portfolio of conserved 
lands, and expanding services to our diverse community of woodlot owners, farmers, and outdoor recreationists. We expanded our staff to 
include Matt DiBona, our new Director of Land Stewardship.  Matt’s background in wildlife and habitat management complements our existing 
staff roles and expertise and positions us to have a bigger impact on our land management work and the support we can offer our deedholders. 

Supporting biodiversity remains a priority for Mount Grace.  Following the completion of the bird-friendly forestry project at Guiney Memorial 
Forest in 2024, our staff worked with volunteer birdwatchers to create an eBird hotspot and document bird species. In 2024 and 2025, 56 
species have been observed in the forest, including seven Species of Greatest Conservation Need.  A follow-up native tree planting event was 
hosted in May, focusing on fruit and nut producing species that can support wildlife and are desirable for Indigenous foraging.

One of the most exciting habitat projects we completed was the design and installation of a native pollinator garden next to our office at 
Skyfields Arboretum, made possible with the help of local volunteers.  Comprised of 35 species and ~ 250 plants, the garden not only provides 
critical foraging habitat for butterflies, bees, and moths, it will also function as an educational space to highlight the importance of planting 
native species.

Improving accessibility to our Conservation Areas has also been a core focus for Mount Grace. From pursuing additional grant funding to 
improve our trails at Alderbrook Meadows and Eagle Reserve, to partnering with Yale School of the Environment students to guide our 
approach to accessibility, we are working to create more opportunities for people to enjoy the outdoors.

We also forged new partnerships to promote soil health across the communities we serve.  Through a grant from American Farmland Trust, our 
TerraCorps service member Jessie Witt hosted a free, soil health resource fair to connect Massachusetts’ agricultural community with programs 
and services provided by non-profit agricultural stakeholders and government partners.  And we collaborated with Seeds of Solidarity to sponsor 
scholarships for new and underserved farmers to receive training on no-till practices.  

The Climate and Land Justice Program works to integrate climate and land justice into all aspects of Mount Grace’s 
work: conservation, stewardship, and outreach. 

Our program continues to work closely with the stewardship team to integrate climate adaptation into our land stewardship. We continue to 
co-create long-term stewardship plans, special projects, and educational opportunities that center climate change and Indigenous ecological 
knowledge through our partnerships with Nipmuc-led NGOs: No Loose Braids, Chagwas Cultural Consulting, and Nipmuc Cultural Hunt and 
Fish. We received funding to support this work from the LTA Land and Climate grant program.

We had the honor of being invited by Native Land Conservancy to participate in a land return project, called Tall Turtle, to protect a culturally 
significant parcel of land in New Salem.  We are already planning more collaborative projects with Native Land Conservancy and are thankful for 
their leadership and partnership in this work. 

We developed a relationship with the Tribal government of the Chaubunagungamaug Band of Nipmuck Indians. We are working with them on 
several projects. We supported their application to the Commonwealth’s Tribal Land Acquisition Grant, which was successfully funded. We are also 
working with the Tibal Council to develop cultural respect easements which recognize and supports their inherent Aboriginal rights and extends 
those rights on Mount Grace conservation areas. 

Our Board of Directors and our entire staff have been participating in continued education on how we can integrate land justice into all we do. 
We were invited to participate in the third cohort of the First Light Learning Journey to learn from conservation professionals and members of the 
Wabanaki Tribal Nations. Our entire staff now meets monthly to discuss land justice topics so that we can all effectively integrate land justice into 
all of our programs.  We continue to share what we learn with the land trust community at the local, state, and national level.
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The Community Engagement Program strives to connect the people of our region and beyond with our 

work and with the land. Through events, media, and youth education programs, we engage and expand our community in learning about, 
caring for, and protecting the land. 

This year, Mount Grace brought the communities we serve together with the landscapes that support and inspire us. From trudging 
through the snow at our winter wildlife tracking event to cooling off in Tully Brook during August’s family stream exploration, we 
shared the wonders of our natural landscapes with people of all ages. We also equipped our community with the tools to take part in 
conservation through citizen science, from eBird monitoring at Guiney Memorial Forest to our iNaturalist campaign during April’s 
City Nature Challenge.

This summer, we celebrated the donation of the 384-acre Marchmont property in Winchendon with a walk exploring the land’s 
natural and cultural history. As we look toward future engagement at places like Marchmont, we reflect on how to continue fostering 
strong connections between people and place long after a conservation project is complete. 

Our summer celebrations continued at the third annual Fields and Forest Forever Music Festival—an outdoor Mount Grace benefit 
concert set against lands we’ve helped protect. The festival highlighted our local partners, including Carter & Stevens Farm and the 
Barre Center for Buddhist Studies, while also celebrating the completion of the Hawes Hill Project, a landscape-scale initiative that 
conserved 800 acres in Barre. 

In Petersham, the Triple Oak Tree at Cutthroat Brook Tree Farm became an international celebrity after appearing on the TV series 
The Americas. Visitors traveled from near and far to meet “the tree” and picnic in its shade. These shared moments also honored the 
Feldman family’s dedication to maintaining their land and sharing a trail network in wonderfully accessible, creative ways.

With Dave Small on staff, we’ve developed our partnership with the Athol Bird and Nature Club (ABNC) and co-led outdoor 
explorations with members of ABNC. We look forward to expanding our collaborative capacity with local organizations to reach 
and engage with our communities.

Our Community In Action: From summer concerts to outdoor adventures, this past year had it all.
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The Margaret Power Biggs Society recognizes 
individuals, businesses, organizations, 
and foundations contributing at least 

$1,000 annually to 
Mount Grace Land 
Conservation Trust. The 
generosity of Society 
members gives Mount 
Grace the resouces to 
conserve the local landscape 
in a sustained manner 
that supports the rural 
character of the region.
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Karen O’Neil
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Philip and Carla Rabinowitz
Joshua Rapp
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Francis and Suzanne Renna
Mike and Penelope Roche
Sam Rodgers
Keith Ross and Louise Doud
Robert and Susan Ross
Martha Rullman and John Schuster
Raymond and Patricia Saiya
Cynthia Savoy
John Scanlon
Gwyneth Shopalovich
Caroly Shumway
Solid Ground Consulting / Metamorphic 
Consulting
Melinda Solomon
Douglas Spring
Jane Stein
Andrew Stone
William Swanton
Frances Taylor and Jeffrey Pratt
Ann Townsend and Richard McCrae
Thomas Trenchard and Alyssa Melnick
Curtis and Margaret Upshaw
Marie and David Urquhart
Juliana Vanderwielen
Don Verrastro and Heidi Dollard
Margaret and Jim Vohr
Libby Volckening
Beverly von Kries
Thomas and Mary Weber
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George and Linda Whitehouse
Bruce and Eileen Whyte
Nancy Wilson and Nick Simms
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Elinor S. Wright
Ellen Zibailo

Kenneth and Karen Brown
Richard E. Bruno
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David Chalpin
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Lucinda Childs and Eric Vollheim
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James Clark
John and Jeanne Clayton
Bob Clifford
Mercedes Clingerman
Robert J. Coleman
Tom Conuel
Clifford and Roxanne Cook
Margaret Cooley
Kathy Coulson-McCarthy
Jill Crocker
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John Dabrowski and Joan Hazard
Richard Deane
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Douglas and Julie Denise
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Thomas DeSellier
Curtis and Laurie Deveneau
Shelia Dibb
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Rosalyn and Alton Driscoll
Caitlin “Emma’s Favorite” DuBois
Elizabeth and Christopher Duguay
Russ and Marcia Edes
Linda Radwanski Eiben
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Fredericka Fellows
Robert Fijal
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Linda Fountain
Jane Galat
Doug Gaudet
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Sharon Gaynor
Gary and Patricia Girouard
Dennis Goddu
Robert and Celina Hall
Mark Hart
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Michael and Laura Knight Kirkpatrick
Michael and Mary Kociela
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VOLUNTEERS

Janet Kraft
Suzanne Kulik
Michelle Labbe
Larry Lagasse
Jane LaPointe
Karen Latka
Calvin and Lynn Layton
Denelle Leonard
Bryan Long and Ingrid Schatz
Hannah Lord and Andy Mathey
Sam Lovejoy
Chris Lyons and Luther Otto
Dana MacDonald
James MacPhee
Donna L. Madden
Kristina Madsen
Brenda Malloy
Ken Maniha
Janet and Rick Marble
Marcy Marchello
Myron and Suri Maron
Levi Matza
Lorraine McGough
Curt McGrath
Robin and Terry McKeon
Jim McRae and Sue O’Reilly-McRae
Nancy and James Melbourne
Nini Melvin
Cheryl  and Gregory Metevier
Robert and Tina Newton
Amanda Nims
John and Louis Nylander
Catherine Offutt and Robert Laakkonen
Robert Osborne and Margot Parrot
Drew Ouimette
Linda Overing and John Ryan
George and Priscilla Panos
Kolya Partan
Nyssa Patten
M. Patterson Field
Cheryl Paul and Joseph Bartolomei
Bob Perlman
Patrick and Holly Perry
Veronica Phaneuf
C and G Pierce
Richard Piermarini
Sean and Jessica Pollock
Claudia Pommer

Allen Young
Andy and Karen Brooks
Ashburnham Conservation Trust
Athol Bird and Nature Club
Barbara & Sam Richardson
Beth Ingham and Bob Jennings
bg Thurston
Bill Copeland
Bill Lafley
Bob Busby
Cara Germain and Michael Zueger
Carolyn and Fred Sellars
Carter-Stevens family
Charles Thompson
Chase Hill Farm
Chris Picone
Clare Green
Dave Small
David Lockesmith
Don Flye
East Quabbin Land Trust
Elaine Mroz
Elana Dower
Emily Adair Anderson
Emma, Briar, Abbie,
 and Saoirse Ahern
Engel family
Ernie LeBlanc
Farley String Band
Farming is Life
Friends of Alderbrook Trail Group
Garth Shaneyfelt
Gary Howland and Lorraine DeSouza
Greenfield Solar
Hana Martin
Howard Mathison

Stephen Prajzner and Jill Cashman
Douglas A Pratt
Ina Purvins
Elliott R. Quint and Janice M. Hayden
Joseph and Sally Quinton
Richard and Suzanne Rader
Bill and Mary Jane Rasku
Jim Rathschmidt
Tim and Roxanne Raymond
Clifton and Arleen Read
Karen and Dennis Rich
Margaret A. Romano
Johanna Rosen
Jill Sackett
Sara Schley and Joe Laur
Isaac Seigel
Kathryn Service
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Donald Simms
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Eric R. Smith
Paul and Lois Somers
Patti Stanko
MaryJo Stanley
Homer Stavely and Mary Maysbark 
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Don and Janee Stone
Donna Thibault
John and Rita Thompson
Thomas Tunstall
Waino Tuominen
Dave and Sue Urban
Ivan Scott Ussach and Kathy Litchfield
Cheryl Volpe and Dan Volpe, Jr.
George Voss
Kristen Walter
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Alice Ward and Phil Cacioppo
Joan Wattman
Gail and Gary Weiss
Doug Wessel and Tom Ziniti
Thomas and Sylvia Wetherby
William Wheatley
Leah Whiteman
Lori Williams
Mark Williamson
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Jill Sackett
Joan Meyer
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John Natoli
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Julie Davis
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Katherine Parcell
Larry Buell
Lis McLaughlin
Livvy and Chuck Tarleton
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Matt Attwood
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Monique Dumais
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North County Land Trust
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Pam Harty
Pat Larson
Petracone family
Phil Stevens
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Renee Tambling
Rinky Black
Russ Gaulin
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Steve and Kathy Rawson
Sunset View Farm
Susie and Ben Feldman
Ted Thornton
Terri Darcangelo
The Nature Conservancy
Tyson Neukirch
UMass Natural Resources Conservation 
Student Stewardship Volunteers
Wendy Gendron
Winchendon Springs Lake Association



Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust

Our Mission: Mount Grace conserves and cares for our forests, 
farms, and waterways to promote healthy communities in 
climate-resilient, biodiverse landscapes.
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Mount Grace Board of Directors
David Spackman ...................Royalston
President
Joan Meyer ............................Gill
Vice President
Lenny Johnson ......................Carlisle 
Treasurer
Joanne McGee .......................Northfield
Clerk
Bob Busby .............................Orange
Sara Crawley .........................Northampton
Nancy Hazard .......................Greenfield

 

 
 

 
 
 

Mount Grace Staff

LEADERSHIP
Emma G. Ellsworth, Executive Director

Max Feldman, Deputy Director

CONSERVATION
Dave Small, Conservation Director

Helen Castles, Senior Conservation Project Manager

Seth Kelley, Community Conservation Project Manager

Tyson Neukirch, Farm Conservation Program Manager

Isaac Wagner, Conservation Program Manager

Jack Monahan, Conservation Project Associate

Christa Collins, Conservation Management Consultant

DEVELOPMENT
David Kotker, Major Gifts & Grants Manager 
Caitie Dwyer-Huppert, Community Outreach Associate

James Holcomb, Membership & Administration Associate

Kolya Partan, Communications & Engagement Associate

STEWARDSHIP 
Matt DiBona, Stewardship Director

Tessa Dowling, Stewardship Manager

May Grzybowski, Stewardship Engagement Associate

Jessie Witt, Stewardship Associate

LAND JUSTICE
Jen Albertine, Climate & Land Justice Director

Jose (Ite) Santana, Land Justice Fellow

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
Liz Wilson, Finance & Administration Manager

mountgrace.org
@MountGraceLCT

In FY25, generous donors supported Mount Grace’s long-term plan to build staff capacity. A portion of these transformative gifts is being carried forward to support staff expansion 
over the next several years. This growth allows us to respond to urgent opportunities for conservation while also building the long-term capacity needed to steward these lands for 
generations to come. 

Beyond our operating budget, we also raised and leveraged further funding for multiple major projects, including $885,000 for the Four Corners property in Montague, more than 
$2,600,000 for the Hawes Hill project in Barre, and $325,000 to purchase and resell a parcel in Ashby to the Department of Fish and Game. None of this would be possible without 
the continued trust and support of our donors. Note: Figures are preliminary and will be finalized through our annual audit.

40,000 Acres Protected Since 1986


